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To the Honorable General Assembly of the State of Rhode Island, 
etc., at its January Session, 1887 : 


The Commissioners of Inland Fisheries herewith present their 
Annual Report for the year 1886. 

In January, 1886, ten thousand (10,000) Michigan trout spawn 
were received from the U.S. Fish Commission and were very success- 
fully hatched, which, together with thirty-eight thousand (38,000) 
other trout fry purchased by us, were distributed in the various 
waters of the State. 

We also received from the U.S. Fish Commission in May, 1886, 
one million five hundred thousand (1,500,000) shad fry, which were 
placed in the head waters of Palmer river. 

Two thousand (2,000) German carp were received from the U. S. 
Fish Commission in November, 1886, which have been freely applied 
for by parties interested in their culture. 


SALMON. 


If proper fish-ways could be constructed at the dams of the manu- 
facturing companies along the Pawtuxet river, to allow the fish to 
pass up and return to the salt water, your Commissioners are of the 
opinion that this fine stream could be re-stocked with this game fish. 


TROUT. 


From personal observations as well as from information derived 
from other reliable sources, we are convinced that the efforts to 
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re-stock our streams with this fish (which were once so plentiful) have 
been rewarded with a very satisfactory degree of success, and that the 
present system of placing a few thousand trout fry of the various 
kinds, which we can obtain from the U.S. Fish Commission, from 
other States, and by purchase each year, would be a judicious course 
to continue to pursue. 


- 


BLACK BASS. 


This fish continues to thrive and increase, and are being more 
highly valued each year as a food and game fish. At the May session, 
1886, on petition of citizens of North Scituate, all restrictions upon the 
taking or fishing for black bass were removed from Moswansicut 
pond, thereby allowing this fish to be taken at all times, not afford- 
ing them any protection during the spawning seasen ; this oversight, 
~ now that it is brought to your attention, should be corrected at the 
present session. 


SHAD. 


Since the State, through your Commissioners, began the re-stock- 
ing of her waters, this fish has shown the best results, as evidenced 
by the increased catch each year. 


GERMAN CARP. 


It is still a matter of doubt with us whether the waters of the State 
are adapted to their successful cultivation. The wide distribution of 
the present invoice may enable us to determine this more satisfactorily 
later on. 


BAY AND COAST FISHERIES. 


The important problem, whether the bay and coast fisheries should 
be protected by statute, is one that is fast solving itself. 

With few exceptions (those of shad and rock bass) this kind of fish- 
ing seems to be in a fair way of becoming extinct, or, at least, so 
destroyed by the menhaden fishers and trappers that, instead of 
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furnishing one of the cheapest kinds of food for the masses, it will 
become the dearest, as the extremely high prices that have ruled the 
past season show. 

From information obtained from wholesale fish dealers of the prices 
of the various kinds of food fishes natural to our waters, for the last 
five years, it is apparent that the prices have been steadily advancing, 
and the supply as steadily diminishing until the season of 1886 shows 
higher prices for nearly all food fishes than was ever known before. 

The only remedy which suggests itself to us is a law preventing 
menhaden fishing in the Bay or within three miles of the coast, and 
for the shore fisheries a close time law which can be enforced (the 
present law having been found, by previous experience, deficient in 
this respect) should be enacted. Menhaden and other trap and net 
fishing are, in the opinion of the Commissioners, largely the cause of 
this scarcity of fish, and they are sustained in this belief by the 
reports of Commissioners of other States. Asan illustration we quote 
from the report of the Commissioners of New Jersey, 1884-1885, 
p. 8: ‘* The colonies of fishermen at Seabright and Galilee were loud 
in their denunciation of the menhaden fishermen, and, as at Holly 
Beach, threats were made of procuring cannon and firing upon the 
marauding steamers. In speaking of this matter an old fisherman 
said: ‘There is no certainty about the fishing. The oil fishermen 
destroy everything that comes in the compass of their immense nets 
and spoil the fishing not only off shore, but in the bays and sounds 
along the Jersey coast.’ 

«‘ They are always on the lookout, and at the first sight of a school 
of fish making for an inlet or skirting along shore, they are out with 
their boats, and in a twinkling the purse net is around the school, 
and all, pursued and pursuers, big and little, menhaden, blue fish, 
weak fish, drum fish, Spanish mackerel and all, are gathered in, to be 
ground into pulp and pressed for oil and manure, that a few rich 
monopolists may grow richer at the expense of the thousands who 
depend upon fishing for their bare existence. This thing is all wrong 
and should be stopped ; it is crippling a great and vital industry and 
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robbing the State. It robs the shore-men of thousands of dollars 
every year. The oil manufacturers claim that they give employment 
to hundreds of men, but at the same time they are robbing thousands. 
One of the most profitable sources of income to the bay fishermen 
exists in catering to*the anglers who come to the shore every year. 
They are growing fewer every season, because the fishing is being 
destroyed. These thousands of men spend money freely among the 
fishermen, farmers and boarding house keepers. It is safe to say that 
for every dollar spent in the State by menhaden fishermen, the anglers 
spend hundreds. Nor is this all; the wholesale destruction of food 
fishes, as the blue fish, weak fish, and mackerel, is a wicked waste of 
what Providence provides for the poor and hungry, and to continue to 
permit the piratical invasion of the menhaden boats along the coast, in 
the face of a common protest, is a great wrong to the whole people. 
It was announced at the close of the season that the menhaden fishing 
had been unprofitable and that the business would probably be relin- 
quished by many of the companies. ‘This looks like an effort to fore- 
stall legislation by quieting the opposition. 

“© Tt is to be hoped that it will not succeed in producing any indiffer- 
ence to the great evil which now exists and which will certainly 
continue until the last fish is caught or driven from the coast. The 
enormity of the business may be understood when it is known that 
over two hundred steamers, each with a capacity of catching from 
forty to fifty thousand fish per day, are constantly patrolling the 
coast.” : 


The same applies to our waters, and some action should be had 
which shall prevent this wholesale destruction of our shore and bay 
fisheries. So important has this subject become that Congress has 
been appealed to for special legislation in this matter. 


Annexed hereto is our financial report. 


JOHN H. BARDEN, Commissioners of 
HENRY T. ROOT, 7; Inland Fisheries for the 
WM. P. MORTON, j State of Rhode Island. 


INLAND FISHERIES COMMISSIONERS’ REPORT. 


State of Rhode Island in account with Commissioners of Inland Fisheries : 


1886 Dr. 
To amount paid to James Clingen, Warden, North Scituate, 

SEASONS SG ter seoecnl uct se ciate cele) = «AEMeIETs ckecoatarele $ 39.85 
es ss Rroute nya (GS; 000) mieten: - peeeier a cmeel= 104.50 
oe +S Hatching and distributing trout............... 30.31 
os a Expenses placing shad in Palmer river....... . 19 25 
oe ss rs On) German) Carpe =. « aeeeioa i a sletsvere 14.25 
fe a Printing, stationery and postage............... 3.75 
a < Commissionerss Expenses... - emo ie ae cele 8.64 
$220.55 

Cr. 
June 14, By cash received from State of Rhode Island........... $199.41 
Decsl4, 75 Se “ “4 ss $6 Ge parereie'c fareere 21.14 
$220.55 


JOHN H. BARDEN, 


HENRY T. ROOT; 
WM. P. MORTON. 
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LIST OF FISH COMMISSIONERS. 


UNITED STATES. 


ToGo RCH Cer iE, Dail. 2).\5, éia'slve a delale ciciavs« ». dma la ae atoms Washington, D. C. 
ALABAMA. 

Clo) Doe) S5ite Rts t6 b=) Pre anne Cnn eae. Cocininecicdace ud ouiiniac Madison. 
Fons Charles:'S: G. DOrstery .ici1s'<it'iale wrcioselelele' sepetchaateleluus © skaters a cee Prattsville. 
ARIZONA. 

15 (oval) dpe Jk 640)s) 0) MSIE AeA ReIOSNOOGEE © commaoimecdb oo (Coc tAUs Prescott. 
FTO NEPIEH ATC RUS 5 oi2's-ocsynrsicertis sera eisteeeatevn ores « SER ot che eteiaye ate toh tere Tombstone. 
Sede Racoart.. business: Manager’: .:.\./siaictas\is eeMerestisle siete tettistciteters Yuma 
ARKANSAS. 

SIE BEVCANCOME ci= 5) o).chclessvs's aielsiaje'e one, cielele atefasls, © <MMepalsbel dleloiel plovenc eelereiots Little Rock. 
eee EVOEMINTOOK's .«, o:t4.0. dese s/nve see cies lersierce ere SMeisiee oe iaistaieretevereisteore Little Rock. 
PEPE PEVOUCRIGEM: & .'s:5, cc.esa)c:ceielelecs o.0sa/s dna Suleirare.« « Mote senators inte ates Little Rock. 
CALIFORNIA. 
epee ueking ham; Presid ents. sie). << stsci!ctrs s:0/s, iebeyverciav etaie eve) aiatehaiats Sacramento. 
PEP m Me SCC WOO) < niciche'a:0 2 0rd « t/e/0\a'eeicie's sivtelaies AP. Conse ee ouas sue Marysville. 
ACebe Dibble secretary: ang. DYeaSUTeR ne c.. <)s:< «+ eeire/sierisis oie eletere ste Grass Valley. 
COLORADO, 

\iilston) BUS TSIn 2 Cope SCC eOmea ae 5 Selah cettos wre: aMetoe ese earenateene tees Idaho Springs. 
CONNECTICUT 
DTV MON em EL ULC S ONS 55,5 5. sar a:e sansa’ os vuat wll “Ataianer oleterh wo peten everett avons tope era laren sretanere Hartford. 
James A. Bill (term expires August 26, 1887)...........00s+ceeree- Middletown. 
Robert G. Pike (term expires March 8, 1889)..............ee00. Pie earete Lyme. 
DELAWARE. 

SOON MIGORA dha SS NOMAPISODOOL FO OOAGHCRODED «ove Onupcoonoo Sor Wilmington. 
GEORGIA. 

TONE seer ye EV ENG ELSON 2s ectss cvelss arava oye'cl wes -ls.0 ei c's alaatoscle’ sieteta tera rs ovaiuye seareroy Atlanta, 
Dr He He Cary, Superintendentiof Misheries... - sem. s ccs «1% lees Le Grange. 

_ ILLINOIS, 
INAS Ken Hair DANKE TESIGEN tw). ete/n s\2) isos seis s,e\s < Mexeiate ts ele atae/s eile arergatels Chicago. 
Mag CORPO ESBEVINLNE Foire co s-s 0 0 6 1=0)<)s\sicie aia’ | sie Baa ors ©) aceiain sa ems ese Centralia. 
Sint ey ARULE bE Se SCCLELATY. cc )cwia% « c/aaie sels) c's'e's c's «+ Give asie viv nie \ewiga pintom meres Quincy. 
INDIANA. 


Enos Boeed: (term expires. im 1887): .0 02.1. .'. +. dees le s'evislels ais a Indianapolis. 
2 
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DAUD) (Opn hioy Waiegnn cance 2 Sq0gp ¢ Bits. icisseiei atessivetetarelateya AGguidohodsAt Spirit Lake. 
KANSAS. 
Phd ete CGee eI MRR. g GUM ars ajorefetorel staveie! taloerorelole eiekssecereiarertee hate Warnego. 
KENTUCKY. 
VWalllvarneGeritithelereSiG@nt...<. «ste cle «ic ale eles elslm elersieiiels|nie ei ataieteteretenote Louisville 
A SOEPALDY i. ciliate ths.s/eidvsais o's. © RM ous cle wie, 4.0 hg lenis opin ole islsitatalals Princetown. 
SOmTWES VV aIIGCD a. Aieitel< sic's s/s ¢ ofhete Digi wl heer aueieeie elaterek erate Cisiore Ter Madisonville. 
lela, (Cs ARAN IOnIRS ants DARGNEED © DeMES cso oberodboOdodudrdds code Munfordville. 
Eloy Ji NS Shits Gaon naa eaeeie> con IEBore Soanada Go ssonactdonoas Versailles, 
AVR CE TI GO ern Cara iseveraie eve o'b Copa iols oa;o avele eveleve). | ola eleichslielenatdlieretetete yal stoters Danville. 
Drew. Van Antwerp :........)2 Bt teats cic atald Sisto te ohelaat eee eee Mount Sterling. 
EVOnPONC ep CMAMDCTS Aas cscs © «blesses tore auets wid tee, bagreeh Ree hee Ieee Independence. 
Ik, V8 (COLO ecin POCO GOO ROCEEETS COMER EEO CEO On eHoodadadsoc Collettsburg. 
RETO NEANGEG ca niaie(s aieio’e “a cis. s « » «Mplmroyb oe o'orele'o siaisn so atahaen tener Bowling Greene. 
: MAINE, ; 
De Oe Naaey. Commissioners of Fish and Game .............. j heen 
B. W. Counce, Commissioner of Sea and Shore Fisheries........... Thomaston. 
MARYLAND. 
Gee Wis DOE WAGED is cisichcrscchs sss © sUberess s c/statecciohate atelorn eteusteloielenietetetreteterefobers Oakland. 
Ee Vs ELUTE PLTIOS A teelelelsinic » otefelelelelel-i-lcievelacieler nin stateimietatcteterteesttereete Salisbury. 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
SE SPACES LOGIE LUE Cie ete ta bev eit sieve: ts «. cei evan sate. eiavay srereterven renede oreterarctonetercimete Winchester. 
TE Wis POTD bios bobo ond GOMES db soo eDOMeGo.0000000CDOd oC ..... Cambridge. 
PBEM EITOD tetra wists ciel le’ + « « Sista’ » v's </0)iniaredehalalsle alete miei tetais ke ake Springfield. 
MICHIGAN 
Dri Oumrankerseresident:.. .. qeterine.ss leltelsterstertene L, Werhersie ne Grand Rapids. 
Pte PRP cars eh cies 6 61s wae « « a/aie eltiw ola! eipialatabots acchats iw eltpiy sete eletet-terei a eee Detroit. 
lerschelwWohitalker. ks ocls ais sc:- » selec &.0 sap oultetels oc atsleve svenelate late hettere aiarenetee Detroit. 
We Davarks superintendent, . hcr.:c i: \.<elcreetelseletelalaie’statietsteleneievelerelerertanste Paris. 
MINNESOTA 
AD ATITEIRO@AIMETOME:. 5, ccm vats ars © 0's lanes. ava ore-cre,alene fe uevele to oye Geopetes teak eee kone rote La Cresent, 
AVG MIPESWWGLMEY 105 culeicia/s,cic.0 « Beot.s a'elbleueroperecsloh siete lorane eee ceteris erste eee Red Wing. 
leyoloent, @ianoneisNiG ene Soaaeee 1 oome BoE doordoncanasr. Yih each. ase St Paul. 
SS VValking  SUperintendent, : Jew. s,< «ss sc:slere sacrersaererelsienemerstar steelers Red Wing. 
, MISSOURI 
Je (Gly \ivha Silts Fank yoy eine GG GABE oF La eats te d's At 280 Pine Street, St. Louis. 
retiree Dr KENEUL tein vwiarc nie foi + ofaars aie ‘sain, d)steniayecaltuey a elses es eae Jefferson City. 
PMV snr ATITEC Li tex cesyetecoctigs laces « tate eqs oie 1) avs elles afe ec)ers eye orsteieielere Geeetteeer St. Joseph. 
NEBRASKA 
AWS Ney Serer Mertertsatetateleletats « < afatora’ cis Sie slelers ge cuaversrey ata reateusrekc atetetectets Fremont 
BEB BS VAINC MME yitiaters sistc cise sie! <faitteisie's\ 4 /c.a/aye wlslsrets a elec s efoto ereratmerstcne ees enets Omaha 
VAMER LAVA OSUOM ysl dereiayajsiaieccis'< Houses chs isa cieielaltieleterepelerereiere lore storeemtnter Plattsmouth 
NEVADA 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE, 


Geom Wenig Gletemraseret ass cicrescarc ies: (ins «avis ss 5 o MMMBrodabele eaves fo ah ecclerets Manchester. 
He Beeelagees OMUpPenimntenGeMmtis sc cc1c:els'. seis es 3 see here aolete el eveirs ere Plymouth. 
ONT eG IN a Aeren miayarsscci sista yaceue sis;s%s-0 «le eieis +a SRERateIe clever e a) gee abe Marlboro. 
NEW JERSEY. 
FRIGHATOESNICMKINS Weis sieiaect So's e clerau sie cine 4 SOM ctoree Sere era see Camden. 
VV OUN AVN OTS teh wiatarets,« wialaieveveltia dace cued « « SeEmemamerss clears saptio od Newark. 
BR MIC RVVIDEG A aisscraiae uandie.- wile sls oa die 6's cove eietdic soo SERRE olete spleee acre Newton. 
NEW YORK. 
Lon barnwell: Roosevelt, bresidentanaca.. +. aaa oeciee cect New York. 
Genyhichard U. Sherwood, Secretary... .).:..... «Seppe =ss + oe ms New Hartford. 
Benen Gry ACK LOU kia! soyeesssc.aseie-)2\-)ehstetevelee a= No. 70 Fulton Market, New York. 
WallramgE Bowman .25 0% sa acw as cereale © , ct OORT OO Rochester. 
Superintendents. 
SICHIy Cia S (Ae RRS CIGIAT ESIC OSI IGn Om CO SOOREET « clin Uae Bocoab een Rochester. 
USSR NEA GM ET, o.0'u choral nlatcre sar ara’ale clainervie Sue wees, « Memeeee Ore mlate a Cold Spring Harbor. 
MonTOe PAG GTeCMis.. cis cesaiee sa. cose gare cnerrete 5 = aes Mumford, Monroe County. 
IHR PACRIVV/al TOTS i. °i7 ore “o's! shaw w/a tare sre overe sie lareceverolateica: +) oie Bloomingdale, Essex County. 
Hat. Thompson, Secretary, <<. 0 i. 2+ ssemses oe P. O. Box 25, New York City. 


NORTH CAROLINA. 


There are no Fish Commissioners in service in this State. 


OH10 

Ele A, Harris, Presidént...0...s.cmeeccs ootes fede = 5 A 5 NEE Cincinnati. 

Geom AMIE] S jc ioy0 sere lave we retsyehctis «ible cyereteye rele eves Meee ove MSOC OGTOE Oe Sandusky. 

ijHeary: Douglass, Superintendent, ...2.c+ sec. + deen ecakuewe mane ¢ Sandusky. 

James Dority........ Tale! svelcvayiavejaiel ele ancseusyarskajalals isla, a: Meapemabeveraiste tal etere ms. ciekereue stats Toledo. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

JONG GRE Ve EE LESTCEN tie stare leper araerierel e's: diese! evele/etelavelers'& Spetebetel =: oiel elem feraterorenavens Greenbury. 

lel. 1a, OMG TSCA fe cue, cad dconseudoddoucoump oc ddind.sdbaccanadc Wilkesbarre, 

PANT MINIT Met OMT S sc atareyevess ctonevesnielettscchebeleyeretereterose’ ss Speerets Swift Water, Monroe Co. 

PAT MEGS AMO ETAT. csnjeve)ecsis ose tieysusteisine ojeieeis ciareleie 512 Commerce St., Philadelphia. 

PAO IM CANS MM TCASUTECL: :.:c/o'srsicrcletola(eielolaredeestatare = <meetntarcl ever a) aferencters Chambersburg. 

CHaAStBEOTLEDS COLL. 6 sis oie, aise sisierace ciole) « Hele ncks =: ERM Fareas al cl ore i oleng ota ohede nee 
RHODE ISLAND. 

dG, 1ek. ISCO Aaa Gueaodorn MeCOODSOOOC sd cocoRmoc écucwoadecsococao. Rockland. 

Li Elba Mi IAC oan ene A nAariCr ne odo Gegae - <a AB Oeaoe ot SAR Providence. 

WorlltamatePS MOLtOM. ais sic o's a/s'sjacaie sles waste{ovay ols, 6, Upebattevsinlislas sei akecevate Providence. 
SOUTH CAROLINA. 

FELOMRPAMBEASISUILICT Vacs ¢ aleisiereist s/efcie evsic areata dsvolerns oleieneretetactelé Com. of Agriculture. 

TENNESSEE. 

IWR SAVV ECD) OpVeltsrey seats chacays assole! ciare ois, satqisinsh (ie oa elels. clude, ala avelsyete cereus Memphis. 

ELBE Eas 11 COCR tcl rola [siere avsfers ¢ Soa’ s.Vescyeleubic a0 Sepetene ave iain eistey ater ever Chattanooga. 

Ue A Ny cnet ee EMME Rete orcs c's wicia ie. aja.<:s.6:s\s\ensie « «0 « dois seine a sid orale eiaye Nashville, 


088 01018 6336 


OL 
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VERMONT, 

Hiram A, Cutting <4 .3.5-% SSA «a diepaicods wiptshages ate helwtelat tues ataceem Lunenburgh. 
Herbert Brainard......:........ Mee Scns a eee Biers cies Meats ... St. Albans. 
VIRGINIA 
Col, Marshall: McDonald <4. 5 . ile s/c </sis0.s0 sammie apr Mort orc ane | Berryville. 
WEST VIRGINIA 
CRS aes PPGsIGent v0.05 o's. eure «'s <j8/sicle areivipiahate siateta etepete -......Pommney. 
Wega MANTIS SECTELALY os ss <Bpbnis; owis'ers nsrepsi ciel iets sc eirniaiors es ee Tolcott. 
Hes wba xtenrVreasuren sac <5 seas o<\s sisi os'e sie oc sie . ....Baxton Court House. 
WISCONSIN. 

Pinile;Diunning, President... . Seds)s0- 10.0. ee anienie’s oak SL ace eee Madison. 
C. L. Valentine, oe and. “reasurers.\.ietanctre eects PSEA ... Janesville, 
die UBIO Nee - SSR eA MSS OPA Sam ruthie ces 1 Oshkosh. 
AN, (OL, 18l, (Chi ofevah385 oc pe oanee - juDOesacet ei Ban sh aoa tere ...e- --. Milwaukee. 
MarkG D) OU GUASH. 656 Sia 0's csisve c « ite 'diave dares  ateidinl Seainoises merete ss eoienc eis tae Melrose. 
GrlivientsSDCMS)GY.<ssstrs .tojcre o's 0,- « Meyers s, are'sce fale alae clot Taatemntnvers winitee thom Mineral Park. 
flamess Nevin. Superintendent, . By.) = «>< vin cess eieieeteie ei cle s cthie etter Madison. 


WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 


Adibert VU StLGAM 45 )c cre a'eyecc)e ave, cMERMG ono e's, crea een me North Cove, Pacific County. 
WYOMING TERRITORY : 
RO EO Wer Oe TITIAN io jotaiw an ctw vais <\e Mion o/< Rls AOR Ne ape rae amas Saale autelave suatene Laramie. 
Dr. W. H. Hemt, Commissioner for Laramie County................ Cheyenne. 
B. F. Northington, Commissioner for Carbon County..............00: . Rawlins. 


DOMINION OF CANADA, 


Hon. John Tilton, Deputy Ministerof Fisheries... 022200 «sem maces uss enleie 
PROVINCE OF NEW BRUNSWICK. 
iW. F.. Venning, Inspector .... 2... = « wi 6/30 auatp Bret oe wpa Cae 2+ e's std ORR: 
PROVINCE OF NOVA SCOTIA, 
Week Rogers, Inspector. .ic... dees a cet the one ee are Nae Pan ea eereetetee Amherst. 
PROVINCE OF PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND. 
eel Miviars NSPE CHOTA cre s-c0sseeeestolesa:s ithe == cise arene rerre aU ats 2 Ace Alberton. 
PROVINCE OF QUEBEC. 
Wi. Wakeham, Inspector............... Lower St. Lawrence and Gulf Division. 


PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA.. 


Phomas MowatcActing InspectOs£..:..4.. 0 smexecstos «s+ svlem Calan New Wesminster. 
PROVINCE OF MANITOBA AND NORTHWESTERN TERRITORY. 
Alexander MeQugen; Inspector grr. . <\-.-, caeieraghest ais ait es aiee Winnepeg, Manitoba. 
S. Wilmot, Superintendent of Fish Culture............... . Newcastle, Ontario. 
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